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· Is an anticonvulsant with mood stabilizing properties. In 2003 it was approved by the FDA
for use as a treatment for people with bipolar disorder.
· Useful in some patients that fail to respond to traditional antidepressants, and useful in treating borderline personality disorder and PTSD

· In people not taking carbamazepine or valproate, lamotrigine
is usually initially prescribed at an initial dose of 12.5 or 25 mg
a day and the dose increased by 12.5 or 25 mg every week or two.

· In people taking valproate the initial dose of lamotrigine
is often 12.5 mg/day and the drug is increased by 12.5
mg every ten days or two weeks. In people taking carbamazepine somewhat larger initial doses
and more rapid increases in dose are possible.

· Oral contraceptives can lower the plasma level of lamotrigine
by as much as 50%.
· Alcohol may increase the severity of the side effects of
lamotrigine.
· Can use with MAOIs
· Lamotrigine seems to be effective in about two-thirds of
people with bipolar mood disorders that have not responded
to lithium or other mood-stabilizers. Some people who have
not been able to tolerate any antidepressant because of
switches to mania or increased speed or intensity of
cycling, or because of the development of mixed states,
have been able to tolerate therapeutic doses of anti-
depressants when taking lamotrigine.
· There is a small chance of a serious, and in some cases
life-threatening rash developing in people taking lamotrigine. Stephens-Johnson syndrome. This side effect is more frequently seen in those under the
age of 16 than in older persons.  TELL YOUR PHYSICIAN IMMEDIATELY IF YOU DEVELOP A RASH OR GO TO YOUR LOCAL EMERGENCY ROOM TO BE EVALUATED. 
· FDA approved for maintenance treatment for Bipolar Disorder, most effective for preventing the recurrent depressive episodes of bipolar disorder.
